STATE OF MAI NE Docket No. 97-583
PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COVMM SSI ON
April 22, 1998

PUBLI C UTI LI TIES COVM SSI ON, ORDER FI NALLY
Rul emaki ng: Consuner Educati on ADOPTI NG RULE AND
Program ( Chapter 302) STATEMENT OF FACTUAL

AND PCLI CY BASI S

VELCH, Chairman; NUGENT and HUNT, Conmm ssioners

In this Oder, we finally adopt a rule governing the
i npl emrentation of a consuner education programto educate the
public about the inplenentation of retail access for electricity
and its inmpact on consuners. On January 30, 1998, the Conm ssion
provi sionally adopted a rule inplenenting the consuner education
program Since the rule was denom nated as a “maj or substantive”
rule by 35-A MR S. A 8§ 3213(2)(C), it required Legislative
approval under 5 MR S. A 8§ 8071-8074. In conpliance wth those
provisions, the rule was submtted to the Legislature for
approval. On March 30, 1998, Governor King signed into | aw
Resol ves 1997, ch. 99, which authorizes final adoption of the
consuner education rule.

Al t hough Chapter 99 authorizes the final adoption of the
consuner education rule, it also requires that two changes be
made in the | anguage of the provisional rule. First, the final
sentence of Section 5, paragraph B, of the proposed rule nust be
del eted and replaced wth a requirenent that the Comm ssion nust
consi der the recomrendati ons of the advisory board when
devel opi ng and i npl enenting the consuner education plan and
program Second, in Section 6, paragraph B, of the proposed
rule, the word “only” nust be inserted after the phrase “for
i nformati onal purposes.” The changes required by Chapter 99 have
been made in the final rule.

Accordi ngly, we
ORDER

1. That the attached Chapter 302, Consuner Education
Programis hereby finally adopted;

2. That the Adm nistrative Director shall file the finally
adopted rule and related materials with the Secretary of State;
and

3. That the Adm nistrative Director shall send copies of
this Order and attached rul e to:



Order Finally - 2 - Docket No. 97-583
Adopting Rule ... (Chapter 302)

A Al electric utilities in the State;
Al'l persons who have filed wth the Conm ssion
within the past year a witten request for notices
of rul emaki ngs;

C. Al'l persons on the Comm ssion's |list of persons
who wi sh to receive notice of all electric
restructuring proceedi ngs;

D. Al'l persons who have filed comments in Docket
No. 97-583; and

E. The Executive Director of the Legislative Counci
(20 copi es).
Dat ed at Augusta, Maine this 22nd day of April, 1998.

BY ORDER OF THE COWM SS| ON

Dennis L. Keschl
Adm ni strative Director

COW SSI ONERS VOTI NG FOR: Wl ch
Nugent
Hunt
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